McGILL UNIVERSITY at 


MONTREAL. 


PRINOIPAL’S OFFICE. 


11 July 1917. 
President Falconer, 
University of Toronto, 
Toronto, Ont. 
My dear President, 

I fancy you have hed tle same difficulty as 
we have had in reporting to the Carnegie Foundation, owing to 
our use of the term “lecturer.” At McGill we have many 
lecturers who get the pay of assistant professors, although «4 
sinall proportion might gravitate towards the Instructor class. 
This is, of cdurse, quite apart from those members of the 
teaching staff who are engaged in professional practice, and 
who receive accordingly a mmaller remuneration than our full- 
tige people. 

It occurréd to me to ask President Pritchett 
recently whether he would like us to abolish the tem *i1ecturer" 
altogether in respect of thefull-time staff. I knew that he 
might favour the proposal simply from the point of view of 
avoiding what he might consider an unnecessary complication in 
his reports. I now enclose copy of the reply received from 
President Pritchett, whieh I should like you to wmnsider at 
your léisure. If you think it worth while, we m&ht béing the 
matter up before the next Conference, meafwhile taking steps to 
sound the other universities on the subject. I shall be glad 
to have your opinion am to this. Meanwhile, I am, with kind 
regards, 

yours sincerely, 


tT 


Principal. 


O20 F.-Y te 


Plaza Junipero, 
Santa Barbara, Cal., 


JUL Vv \ 5a. 91 7: e 


Sir Willian Peterson, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, Canada. 


My dear Sir Willian, 


Your letter of June 15 brings up the question of the 
use of the term "Lecturer" in the Canadian Universities, and 
you ask whether, in my judgment, the matter is of sufficient 
importance to call for the abolition of the title "Lecturer." 


I have some hesitation in making this suggestion, although 
at the same time it seems to me to be in the direction of 
simplicity. Thdre is going to be an increasing circulation 
of men between Universities in the States and in Canada. Men 
from Canadian Universities will be coming to those in the 
United States, and men from the United States will be going 
to Canada. There is a distinct advantage if we can have a 
uniform system of designating the instructing staff. 


There is another reason. We are starting a new agency, 
the Teachers! Insurance and Annuity Association. This does 
not apply so directly to men of mature age, but to the next 
generation it will have great signigicance. The teacher, under 
this arrangement, has a contract both in the matter of a pen- 
sion and his insurance, and the benefit of these contracts 
adhere to him personally wherever he goé6s. There will be no 
difficulty whatsoever in his exchanging from Canada to the 
United States, or vice versa, under these conditions; however, 
the use of the term "Lecturer," which in the United States is 
never employed to dbsignate a permanent member af the instruct— 
ing staff, tends to make confusion. 


If the Canadian Universities could, without too great 
inconvenience, discontinue the use of this term it would, in 


my judgment, be to the interest Sfithe great body of teachers, 
both in Canada and in the United States. 


Yours very sincerely, 


(sgd) HENRY S. PRITCHETT. 
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McGILL UNIVERSITY oh 


MONTREAL. 


PRINCIPAL'S OFFICE. 


October 12th. 1917. 


Sir Robert Falconer, K.C.M.G., 
University of Toronto, 
Toronto, Ont. 


My dear Falconer, 


Tory was to speak to you while in Toronto about 


the answer I ought to send to the Carnegie people. You will 
renember we spoke of it when I saw you last. 


What the Foundation wants is a person whe can 
be taken as representative of the Universities, and whom 1 am 
asked to name as a member of the nominating body of ten to 
choose trustees of the new Association. He might or might not 
act himself as a permanent Trustee of the new Insurance and 
Annuities Association. I told Tory that I, shall be suite 
willing to nominate anyone that you and he might agree upon. 
Please let me hear from you, and, 


“Believe me to be, 


Yours very sincerely, 


Principal. 
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McGILL UNIVERSITY ye 


MONTREAL. 


PRINCIPAL'S OFFIOR. 


December 19th. 1917. 


Sir Robert Falconer, K.C.M.G., 
Toronto University, 
Toronto. Ont. 


My dear President, 


I have the following night-lettergram from 
President Wesbrook in Vancouver:- 


"If selective conscription is to mean the most 
"intelligent use of Canadians should not univer- 
"sities again be built up in order to make good 
"the three years loss of trained experts stop. 
"Should not Canadian universities make some 
*gommon recommendation as a guide to Government 
"stop. What steps do you take in regard to ex- 
"emption of applied science students science 
* students in arts, agricultural students and art 
"students in their final year, also in regards 
"to faculty. stop. We wish to fall into line stop 
"But we are losing less than ten students from 
"time to time step. SBould not enlistment of 
"University students be stopped since conscription 
"has gone into effect.” 


In replying to him, I have said that I shall 
consult with you at Toronto adding that personally I am mot in 
favour of the proposal. What do you think? We have inter- 
vened to get exemptions for about a dozen members of the staff 
mainly on the ground of scienfific work or indispensability 
for teaching. Apart from this we have done nothing, leaving 
it to the Board of Research at Ottawa to influence the 
Government in favour of exempting senior science and other 
students whom they might think essential for work at home. 
Young fellows keep dribbling in to join the Flying Corps, and 
I do not think any of us would be wise to bring pressure to 


bear on the Government to refuse voluntary enlistment of that 


and other kinds on the part of University students. These 
are matters on which the Government can settle for itself. 
Please let me know what you think, and 
Believe me to be 
With kind regards, 
Yours very truly, 


if 
fv 
ATNAON 


» 


Principal. 
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